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Hormones and their Actions: Part 1 
Edited by B.A. Cooke, R.J.B. King and H.J .  Van der Molen 
Elsevier; Amsterdam, 1988 
xiii + 293 pages. $105.25, Dfl.200.00 
This book is volume 18A of the New Comprehen- 
sive Biochemistry series edited by Neuberger and 
Van Deenen. The first 10 Chapters deal with 
general features of hormones and their actions, the 
remaining 5 describe specific actions of steroids. 
Each Chapter has a different author and is a con- 
cise and readable review complete with 
bibliography of up to 100 references. Despite the 
multiple authorship the style of presentation is 
consistent and clear. The emphasis is firmly on 
various aspects of receptors and events leading to 
gene expression but other intracellular events uch 
as steroid biosynthesis and metabolism of inter- 
nalised peptide hormones are also dealt with. 
From its style, the book is aimed at students who 
already have a reasonable background knowledge 
of the subject but need to be brought up to date 
and given some indication of the probable direc- 
tion of future work. To achieve this the authors 
have generally included enough data and practical 
detail to sustain the pace of the text whose primary 
role is obviously to give a general review. Two of 
the Chapters, those on the purification and 
characterisation f receptors, deal with some of 
the practical issues and are timely reminders that 
esoteric theory is one thing but obtaining unam- 
biguous laboratory evidence may be quite another. 
The volume is slim and easily portable. One ob- 
vious disadvantage is that for its size the book is 
very expensive. That could be the major factor 
against it for the private reader or specialists buy- 
ing a copy for their research group. 
Keith Burdett 
Synthetic Peptides in Biotechnology 
Edited by A. Mizrahi 
Alan R. Liss; New York, 1988 
xi + 233 pages. $69.50 
This work forms the tenth volume of the series 
'Advances in Biotechnological Processes'. All 
previous volumes have been edited by Mizrahi. 
There are 9 chapters which cover a wide range of 
peptide chemistry, although some of the chapters 
would appear to be out of place in a textbook on 
biotechnology. 
In the preface the editor claims that the book 
'offers a comprehensive i w of the chemical and 
enzymatic production of synthetic peptides'. Un- 
fortunately the book fails badly in this important 
aim. The chemical synthesis chapter only presents 
information on solid phase synthesis and this, with 
the exception of a single 1986 reference, is rather 
dated. Only 13 references are associated with the 
chapter, the figures are crudely produced and 
several careless phrases such as 'strong organic 
solvents' and '3m excess' appear. The second syn- 
thetic chapter 'Recent Developments in Enzymatic 
Synthesis of Peptides' covers a rapidly moving 
subject, but unfortunately many of the references 
are again, rather dated. There are only four 
references after 1985 and some key papers and 
reviews published in that year are not quoted. 
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